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ambitious to become a power in Europe, and their hopes
were centred in Asia. Pared and pruned till little super-
fluous growth remained, the trunk of the Ottoman Empire
appeared dead. The sap moved but little.
. Now at the threat of final destruction the Turks woke
from the dull apathy of defeat. They were to be wiped
out. It was proposed to make a great Armenia behind
them and perhaps a Greek Pontus State on one flank.
There was the red danger of Smyrna in front of them,
and the Great Powers were planning to control what was
left. As had happened before in their history, in the
hour of real disaster, the call went out and slowly the
Turks roused themselves. A fierce vitality returned
and they set about to save themselves from complete
annihilation.
There were dull muttered threats at first. The gth
Caucasian Army stopped disarming. At Erzerum, at
Konia and before Smyrna organized bodies came into
existence. The refugees were armed. The hills became
full of irregular bands that attacked the Greek troops.
The peasants were enrolled. The Christians had
already surrendered their arms at the orders of the Allies,
but the Turks found arms in quantities and at once.
The disarmament of the Turkish forces had been
neglected by the Allied commanders. The ideas on the
subject were grotesque. One staff officer of high rank
was heard to say that it was unfair to disarm the Turks
without disarming the Greeks as well, and one officer
who commanded a detachment, when ordered to retire
from Anatolia, brought with him a receipt signed
by a Turkish general for the stores and ammunition